doubt that several of the papers deserve close study, especially those which describe attempts to assay immunosuppressive activity in the human by relatively simple laboratory methods, for they are of fundamental importance and could provide us with means to standardize the preparations and dosages ofimmunosuppressants.
Editing the proceedings of an international symposium is an exercise in tact and patience: the fact that the volume took a year to produce is evidence of this. But the editors, who acknowledge the help given by other translators, are to be congratulated on the result they have been able to achieve; with the extraordinary exception of a twenty-page paper from Israel and Germany, the individual presentations are brief and to the point, and no doubt record what in fact was said at the meeting. There Dr Macdonald Critchley has been interested in speech disorders for many years, his first contribution to the subject, an essay on mirror writing, having been published in 1928. In this volume he has brought together many of his contributions to the subject, with some new observations. This is in no way a textbook on aphasia; it is a collection of superb essays on many aspects of speech function. These include historical studies of theories of aphasia, the language of gesture and disorders of written speech, and such practical topics as the assessment of testamentary capacity in aphasic patients. The essays show not only Dr Critchley's unrivalled knowledge of aphasiology but also the breadth of his general reading. The apt quotations at the beginning of each essay range from Paracelsus to Dylan Thomas, Proust, and Leslie Thomas's 'The Virgin Soldiers'. This is a book to own; not to read straight through, but to read an essay from time to time in order to enjoy the elegance of the writing and the fascination of the subject. The book should appeal to the busy practitioner and student who wants a short yet critical account of modem thoughts on the subject rather than the more exhaustive and extensively documented treatment afforded in larger texts, and patients will be well looked after if the concepts and information contained in the book are the mainstay of their management. This book is a bargain at the price. Here is a monograph of quality on a subject of the greatest interest to all concerned in the study of malignant disease. The book includes chapters by many of the original workers in the field -Burkitt, Wright, Klein and Epsteinand is a unique record of the studies done of Burkitt's lymphoma over the last twelve years. It shows how rewarding concerted co-operative study can be, as well as the advantages of studying a tumour in man rather than in animals.
Burkitt's lymphoma is rare in most of the world outside Africa, and it is appropriate that 100 of the 249 pages are devoted to a description of the clinical, pathological and radiological features of the disease as well as its treatment. Under each heading Burkitt's lymphoma is discussed in relation to the other lymphomas, and the differential diagnosis is discussed.
The second half of the book describes studies, both viral and epidemiological, into the etiology of the tumour. Evidence of an immunological reaction against the tumour is also presented. The authors are not afraid to speculate, and the reader's interest is held throughout the book.
There are many excellent photographs and the diagrams are simple and to the point. Printing and labelling errors are rare and are usually obvious, e.g. page 61 Fig 7,7 .
This monograph gives a comprehensive account of the present knowledge of Burkitt's lymphoma, and should be read by all those interested in cancer medicine and cancer research. E WILTSHAW Bleeding Problems in Clainkcal Medicine by Armand J Quick MD ppx+225 £41s Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1970 A new book by Armand J Quick is always an event and this one, like his others, is compulsive reading. It is full of interesting information, fascinating case records and stimulating experiments. Naturally the book is written from the author's point of view, and does not pretend to give comprehensive advice about patients with the various defects; this individual outlook may also give rise to difficulty in correlating the results with those of other workers. This is not a book for those approaching the field of blood coagulation and hmmostasis for the first time, but for the experienced worker it has much to offer. The discussion about the effects of aspirin is particularly interesting and stimulating; it gathers together many of the author's experiments in recent years into one convenient discussion. The book is admirably written and produced. Though Dr Quick has retired from active routine responsibility he has certainly not retired from scientific work. The book has an atmosphere of refreshing enthusiasm which is often lacking from the works of those with half his years.
ROSEMARY BIGGS

Arterial Surgery by H H G Eastcott MS FRCS pp vii +412 illustrated £7 London: Pitman Medical 1969
This book begins with a well-reasoned chapter on the causes and mechanisms of arterial disease, and then proceeds to cover the entire field of arterial surgery in a comprehensive and lucid manner. It is a single author's work and is clearly a distillation of Mr Eastcott's extensive experience in this field. This is a practical book and the subject-matter is subdivided into chapters, each of which embraces an important clinical entity. For example, an excellent account ofcarotid-vertebral insufficiency forms one chapter, while such subjects as sympathectomy, arterial injuries and amputations are dealt with in equally well constructed sections.
A book of this nature has many uses. It will undoubtedly be of value to, and should certainly be read by, all young surgeons aspiring to higher surgical qualifications. Possibly its most important function will be to act as a guide and adviser on specific clinical problems to the established surgeon, and this it does supremely well. Picked at random, such subjects as carotid-body tumour and embolectomy are dealt with in detail and with a wealth of practical advice. The single authorship has ensured a consistency of style and standard throughout, and the're are no areas of weakness. In such a comprehensive work there are inevitably subjects in which opinions may differ. Not every vascular surgeon would be so enthusiastic about the use of low molecular weight dextran. While the possible interference with sexual function in the male by lumbar sympathectomy is stressed, no mention is made of the higher risks in this respect following aorto-iliac surgery. Such minor criticisms should in no way detract from the overall value of this most useful
